
 
 

Katy Nelson is the founder and owner of 

Hydrangea Blu Barn, an outdoor wedding 

venue located in Rockford, Michigan.  Katy 

started the business in 2012 when her and her 

family moved into their 127-year old farm 

house located on a 10-acre hobby farm. The 

wedding venue, which features a beautiful 

hay barn, which has been renovated 

to accommodate weddings and receptions 

up to 300 guests.   

Since the beginning of the business, Katy has 

been busy with weddings every 

weekend that the venue has been open. The 

township allows Katy to operate her business 

from May to October.  Katy has maintained 

solid bookings each year, not through 

advertising, but by word of mouth, past 

brides and social media.   

Hydrangea Blu has been featured in two magazines, Wedding Day and Rustic Weddings, as the 

one of the top 10 ten wedding and barn venues in Michigan.  The Knot Magazine has also 

featured Hydrangea Blu Barn and one of their California inspired weddings. Amway 

and Wolverine World Wide have hosted award dinners on the farm too.  Katy likes to open the 

barn up to one to two non-profits each year to give back to the community. Younglife, Rockford 

Arts Commission and many parks and recreations organizations have hosted events, just to 

name a few. 

Katy, being a graduate of Northwood University, has a degree in entrepreneurship and 

hospitality.  She feels one of the strengths of the venue is that she takes a rustic and casual 

environment and adds a large degree of professionalism to the venue.  Katy also serves as Vice 

President of the Courtland Township Planning Commission and a member of the Township 

Zoning Board of Appeals.  These roles have been offered to her after the township was very 

proud of the way she has maintained a great relationship with her neighbors and did exactly 

what the township asked of her when renovating the barn. Barn venues 

are owned by home owner, so having a great relationship with 

neighbors and following the ordinances is extremely important to 

running a business located in a residential community. 

Katy started the business with the helping of her family and 

several Grand Valley Hospitality Interns. After growing the 

business, she now has a full-time event coordinator that 

helps offers a leading edge and another area of 

professionalism compared to area barn venues.    

Aside from running the business, Katy is an active mother of 4 

children, 3 dogs, 2 horses and a fainting goat. Her faith is 

important to her. She enjoys serving as a youth teacher at her church. 

Hydrangea Blu Barn, 5716 11 Mile Rd NE, Rockford, MI 49341, 616-307-6911 

 www.hydrangeablubarn.com 


